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Displayed on a lumpy white ce-
ramic pedestal, a found-object
sculpture by Olaf Breuning con-
sists of a scale balancing a buck-
etful of soft pink rubber breasts
and a stack of old books. If this
piece, titled “The Big Challenge,”
strikes you as a funny and possi-
bly profound meditation on ten-
sion between the carnal body and
the abstract mind, then Mr.
Breuning is for you.

A hilarious travelogue by Mr.
Breuning, satirizing the West’s
romance with exotic, non-West-
ern cultures, was one of the hits
of this year’s Whitney Biennial.
His present exhibition, which in-
cludes sculptures, large photo-
graphs and about 40 small car-
toon drawings, continues in a va-
riety of entertaining and some-
times movingly poetic ways to
connect the ridiculous and the
sublime.

His “20 Dollar Bill” is a large
photograph of five grinning black
boys, each holding up for the
camera a piece of paper curren-
cy. They appear to be standing at
the edge of a dump site, presum-
ably in Africa. At once comical
and sobering, it captures the
enormity of world poverty in a
deceptively ingenuous image.

In another large photograph a

Photoshopped flock of birds in
the sky over a forest spell out:
“Why can you not be nice with
nature? What is wrong with
you?” The silly faux innocence
gets at a truly urgent question.
Mr. Breuning is an inexhaust-
ibly inventive cartoonist. “My
Opening,” which depicts anthro-
pomorphic wine glasses convers-
ing in a gallery, reveals the Bac-
chic foundation of the art world’s
favorite ritual. KEN JOHNSON






