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Art in Review

Olaf Breuning

Small Brain Big Stomach

Metro Pictures

519 West 24th Street,
Chelsea

Through Dec. 5

There is more to Olaf Breuning
than videos of young men done
up in wigs, war paint and animal
skins running around rural Switz-
erland doing hilariously bad imi-
tations of their prehistoric ances-
tors. This exhibition introduces
Olaf Breuning the joking sculptor,
who enlarges and embodies rudi-
mentary cartoons drawn in sim-
ple black lines and shapes using
wood and black acrylic. The re-
sults are more interesting to look
at and think about than you might
expect.

One sculpture is a large, crude
outline of a head in profile. Inside
its perimeter, the word “me” ap-
pears 11 times, against one small
“you.” “The Wheel of Death” is a
large black dot with the word
“death” on a sticklike pedestal be-
side it. “Focus. Focus. Focus” is a

little forest of 11 pedestals each
supporting (obviously) the word
“focus” and making it impossible
to do so. Proceeding in this man-
ner, or in ways equally appropri-
ate to the message, these works
consider the mind-body split,
life’s ups and downs, the endless
succession of generation after
generation, and people who want
too much, talk too much and
Google too much.

There is something very satis-
fying about Mr. Breuning’s sense
of humor, scale and materials,
especially as seen against stark
white walls. But jokes aside, this
is a good show, and in the final
gallery you’ll even find a wig or
two. ROBERTA SMITH



